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Attention SLPS! Did you know that honorees for the Spirit of Excellence Award come directly from Spotlight News? Did you know that ideas for district press releases, media advisories, and web postings come from Spotlight News as well? Did you know that Spotlight News is shared with more than 4,500 recipients on a weekly basis?  
The Office of Public Information wants to publicize your school, but is only able to do so with your help. Please send information to Julie Linder by emailing Julie.Linder@slps.org.  All information submitted about the success of students, staff, programs, etc. will be included in Spotlight News unless previously published. 
Headline News

· Blind Side Community Blitz Improves St. Louis 

· http://www.chrisdraftfamilyfoundation.org/initiatives/community_improvement/features?id=0011
· International Welcome School deals with academics, adjustment and trauma (St. Louis Beacon)
· Another Elementary Slated for Gifted Students in St. Louis Public Schools (St. Louis Magazine)
· What went wrong at Ethel Hedgemen Lyle Academy? (St. Louis American)
· 


Missouri Legislature would give some St. Louis firefighters ...  (St. Louis Post Dispatch)
· Former St. Louis schools on market - St. Louis Business Journal:
· 163 years later, a wrong is made right

· http://www.postgazette.com/pg/10125/1055560-455.stm
· George Boyer Vashon, for which Vashon High School is named after, admitted to Allegheny County Bar 132 years after his passing
· Furr Guest Lectures at Sumner
· A-B execs visit schools as foundation grants $150K to local Teach for America, pg A8, May 6-12, St. Louis American

· Monsanto Gives Zoo $2M for education

· Photo preschool & kindergarten students from Shenandoah School. Pg A10, May 6-12, St. Louis American

· Teens deceived in ballot petition effort, gathering signatures for misrepresented motive FULL STORY
· A tasty competition (Suburban Journals)
· Clyde C. Miller Career Academy was featured in the American, vol 62 #4, April 29-May5, edition for their win at the 3rd Annual St. Louis CVC High School Culinary Cook-Off

· Wishing Every Day Were Saturday (ASCD’s Educational Leadership)

· http://ascd.org/publications/educational_leadership/apr10/vol67/num07/Wishing_Every_Day_Were_Saturday.aspx
· Since this article was first submitted for publication in Educational Leadership, Jeanine Zitta has become principal at Dewey. The Saturday school program has continued under her leadership.
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· Shenandoah Students Assist Zoo
· Shaw VPA Earns Music Education Honor
· Clay Walking School Bus
Famous Author Visits Gateway Michael

Recently, Areva Martin, author of “The Everyday Advocate: Standing Up for Your Child with Autism” toured Gateway Michael School to learn about the programs and services offered through SLPS. Martin, a St. Louis native, has a child with autism, and knows of the difficulties faced by families and schools. She was extremely impressed with her visit, and stated, “Principal Baker has done a wonderful job with the students and the school. This is by far the best program I have seen nationally for students with autism and other special needs.” 

Talented Apprentice Wins Big Scholarship
ArtWorks is very proud to announce that apprentice Ahmad Kemp, a senior at Central VPA, has won a $32,000 scholarship to Columbia College Chicago! The award is based on achievement and financial need, and Ahmad credits the ArtWorks program with helping him gain experience in his chosen field. 
During his two years at ArtWorks, Ahmad worked for Boomerang Press, and in ArtWorks sculpture, photography/videography, graphic design, and animation disciplines. At Columbia, a school specializing in the arts and media, Ahmad will study advertising art direction and looks forward to "collaborating with like-minded students from different parts of the U.S. and overseas." He says, "ArtWorks is an excellent program and I wish well for it as it keeps pushing boundaries and evolving as a program for St. Louis. The only limit is the sky..."

Clyde C. Miller Students Perform Well at State Tournament

Over 2,700 Missouri high school students and teachers recently assembled in Columbia, MO, for the 51st Annual Future Business Leaders of America State Leadership Conference.  Themed “Missouri FBLA:  Simply the Best!”, the conference featured more than 40 business-related events for students to test their skills in statewide competition.  Competing in the tournament, and representing Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, students Darielle Lee and Toni Patton placed earned honors in Desktop Application Programming.  Darielle Lee, who earned 2nd place, will advance to the national competition in Nashville, TN on July 14-July 17. Congratulations!
Compton Drew Bicycle Club Returns from 100 Mile Ride to Jefferson City
May 2-4, 15 students from the Compton Drew ILC Middle School Dolphin Bicycle Club took a 100 mile bike ride to Jefferson City to visit and tour the State Capital.  It was a wonderful experience, and the students enjoyed the trip immensely. The bicycle club is led by Mr. Joe Lindell, Ms Donna Callahan, Ms Hannah Behrmann, and Mr Joe Torrisi, under the supervision of Principal Susan Reid, and, in partnership with the Office of Community Education.
Woerner Students Create Mural with Springboard 

Fifth graders at Woerner Elementary, as a parting gift to their school, worked with Springboard Teaching Artist Pam Daresta to paint a beautiful mural which will further enhance the school’s decorative walls. Students in grades K-4th really enjoy the new edition, and the school would like to thank Springboard for their involvement. 
St. Louis Community College Mobile Technology Center visits Beaumont

Recently, the St. Louis Community College Mobile Technology Center visited Beaumont High School.  Science students from Ms. Carmela Davis, Ms. RoseMarie Goble and Mr. Melvin Jackson’s classes took turns participating in a 45 minute presentation about Climate Change, which moved students to want to do something proactive for the environment.  In prior years students have also enjoyed interactive Mobile Tech Center presentations about Biotechnology. St. Louis Community College continues to be a strong partner for the district, providing a variety of resources and service to students and faculty.   

“Giving the Gift of Life”-Roosevelt High School Blood Drive a Huge Success 

On Wednesday, May 5, 2010, 6:45 am, staff members and students arrived to donate blood for the American Red Cross Blood. Forty six of donors who attended were first time givers. This was Roosevelt’s most successful blood drive in three years, and will benefit several patients in need across the St. Louis region. Roosevelt would like to encourage all St. Louis Public High Schools to sponsor a Blood Drive to “Give the Gift of Life” to their communities.                         

Special thanks to Ms. Gwendolyn Hopton- Myers and Mr. Christopher Mc Neil who co-chaired this year’s drive. In addition, Roosevelt would like to recognize Mr. McNeil’s marketing students who coordinated and skillfully manned the Canteen section with handing out snacks and T-shirts in the final step of the donation process. 

A Successful PHL Tennis Tournament Held at Fairground Park

Boy tennis teams from around the city participated in the 2nd PHL Boys Tennis Tournament held at the Fairground Park tennis courts.  With high turnout among the teams, as well as six brackets (five varsity, one JV), the tournament was a huge success.   Players who participated got the opportunity to play 2-3 tennis matches.  Here are the top four teams in the final tournament standings:

1st place: Metro, 37 points

2nd place: Sumner, 32 points

3rd place: Gateway, 22 points

4th place: Soldan, 20 points

Individual Student recognitions are: 

#1 doubles: Sean Curran/Adam Acripowski (Metro)

#2 doubles: Rio Pimentel/Stephen Hagen (Metro)

#2 singles: Cody Eddings (Metro)

#3 singles: Yadah Smith (Sumner)

Congratulations to all tennis players, coaches, staff members, and volunteers who worked to make the PHL tennis tournament a success!

Shaw VPA Students Play Recorders for the St Louis Symphony Orchestra Link Up Performance
Recently, Shaw VPA's 3rd grade recorder class participated in the St Louis Symphony Orchestra Link Up. The students participating were:
· Andrea Cotton

· Tyrell Paige

· Keith Smith

· Nick Agusti

· Kenneth Hall

· A'lontay Holden

· Dymond Wright

· Kahlil Kitab
Money was donated by The Brannon Family, Beverly Lehr, Linda Hamilton, Dr. Renee McCachren, Roseann Pannell, and the St Louis Strings to help get these students to Powell. Shaw VPA would like to say a special Thank You to those people for helping out.

Yeatman Congratulates Mrs. Lander

Principal T.M. Guillory, and the faculty and staff from Yeatman-Liddell Middle School, would like to congratulate Mrs. Sharon Lander on being selected St. Louis Public Schools Middle School Counselor of the Year.  Mrs. Lander has been the counselor at Yeatman-Liddell Middle School for the past four years, and has done a wonderful job.  CONGRATULATIONS and THANK YOU MRS. SHARON LANDER!
Tropical Fruit Flavors Featured During International Foods Week at Nottingham

By, Chartwells-Thompson

The Chartwells-Thompson staff at Nottingham created a special event for their students during International Foods Week, April 12-16. Carlis Miller and Helen Elsworth showcased fresh pineapple, kiwi, blackberries and mangoes throughout the week, serving up a fresh fruit salad on Friday. Colorful signs were posted with information on the tropical fruits and students were excited to see and touch the whole fruit and taste the end result!
Upcoming Events
Careers on Wheels

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again provide the Careers on Wheels program to seven schools this spring.  This is an elementary career program at the school site designed to give children information about a variety of careers that use a vehicle on the job.  Some of the companies participating are:  St. Louis City Fire Department, St. Louis City Police Department, MO State Highway Patrol Helicopter, MO State Dept of Conservation, Happy Tails, St. Louis Science Center, St. Louis City Streets Dept., Laclede Gas, MODOT, St. Louis City Building/Lead Department, St. Louis City Forestry Department, and the MO State Water Patrol.  

This program helps students see the connection between school subjects and how they are applied in the world of work.  Students meet positive career role models.  The programs are held on the school yard in the morning between 9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon.  Following is the schedule of programs for May:


May 12 – Lexington


May 14 – Stix ECC


May 18 – Patrick Henry


May 19 – Gallaudet


May 21 - Woodward

In the event of inclement weather, the program will be cancelled and rescheduled in the fall.  If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

SLPS 2010 Dance Festival

Date: May 12, 2010

Time: 10am-12pm

Location: Carr Lane VPA, 1004 N. Jefferson Ave.

SLPS Students “Go for the Gold” 
Approximately 275 SLPS Special Education students will be participating in the Special Olympics Spring Track and Field Meets. Opening Ceremonies begin with the running of the Olympic Torch around the track. 

Date: May 12th
Time: 10:00am

Location: Cardinal Ritter High School

Date: May 14th
Time: 10:00am

Location: Affton High School

Special thanks to First Student Bus Company for providing bus service for the meets. 
National School Nurse Day

Date: Wednesday, May 12th 

National School Nurse Day is a day of recognition and appreciation for all the SLPS school nurses who strive to provide the best health care services to enrolled students and staff working in the district. 
Carr Lane’s Second Annual Silent Art Auction 

Date: Thursday, May 13th
Time: 5:00-7:30pm

Location: Carr Lane, 1004 N. Jefferson, in the dance studio

Notes: Refreshments will be provided, only cash accepted, and all proceeds received will be split between artists and Carr Lane’s Visual Art Department
Roosevelt High School to Host 4th Annual Day of Love

Date: Friday, May 14th

Time: 10:00am-2:00pm

Come celebrate Roosevelt student accomplishments with fellowship, fun and food. Show Roosevelt Family Pride by wearing the school colors of red and white.   

Save the Date! The 3rd Annual McKinley C.J.A. 8th Grade Science Award Night

When:  Friday, May 14, 2010
Where:  Washington University Farrell Center on Euclid at Barnes Jewish Plaza

Time:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Invited guests: All 8th grade students & two guests

Ready Readers to Host “St. Louis Reads Day” at Stix Elementary 

On May 14, Ready Readers will discuss with preschool children the importance of reading and distribute a copy of Curious George Visits the Library to every child attending the 43 Early Childhood Education Programs in the St. Louis Public Schools.

At 9:30 am, "St. Louis Reads" day will begin with Curious George, the Man with the Yellow Hat and volunteers arriving at the first preschool, Stix Early Childhood Center, 647 Tower Grove Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110.  They will be driving a truck filled with 1500 copies of Curious George Visits the Library to be read by a Ready Reader. Inside each copy distributed to students will be a bookmark describing the St. Louis Public Library summer reading programs. 
“Curious George” and “the Man with the Yellow Hat” will visit each classroom and distribute a book to each child.  After the opening event, volunteers will distribute the remaining books to the children in the other 42 preschools.
2010 Physical Education Teachers of the Year Award Ceremony

Date: Saturday, May 15, 2010

Time: 2:30p.m.—4:00 p.m.

Location: Rams Park, One Rams Way, Earth City, Missouri
RSVP by May 7th to Margaret White (314) 345-2368. 
Sumner’s Ladies of the 80’s Hosts 1st Annual Picnic ‘N Pink

Date: Saturday, May 15, 2010 

Time: 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Location: Sumner’s Tuskegee Airmen Field
Sumner’s Ladies of the 80’s is joining the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office on Women’s Health in celebrating National Women’s Health Week. The Sumner’s Ladies of the 80’s will hold a free Family and Community health, nutrition and wellness event where women and their families will be able to access health screenings and resources to assist them in planning, leading and maintaining healthy lifestyles. To learn more about Sumner’s Ladies of the 80’s Picnic ‘N Pink please visit www.sumnerladiesofthe80s.ning.com.

Pierre Laclede Accelerated Education Drive

Date: May 20, 2010

Time: 9:00am- 12:00pm (9am-10am set-up 10am-12pm exhibits open for students)

Location: Pierre Laclede Assembly Hall, 5821 Kennerly Ave.

Sponsored by Pierre Laclede Elementary School and Mount Beulah Church

LaChanze - Little Diva to visit Washington Montessori

Date: Friday, May 21st
Time: 9:30am

Location: Washington Montessori, 1130 N. Euclid

Sponsored by Left Bank Book’s River City Readers program, Broadway star and Tony Award-winning actress LaChanze (The Color Purple) presents a new picture book illustrated by Caldecott Honoree Brian Pinkney. Curtain up! Light the lights! Nena wants to be a Diva--with a capital D--just like her mommy, who's a star on Broadway. http://left-bank.com/event/lachanze-little-diva
Monroe eMints Academy Annual Health, Wellness & Safety Festival
Where: 3641 Missouri Ave

When: May 21, 2010

Time: 9:00- 2:00 p.m.

Invited guest: Students, Parents, & Community

Participants: St. Louis Heath Department, Children’s Hospital, City Recreational Centers, St. Louis Police & Fire Department, Boy & Girl Scouts, Red Cross, Ameren UE and many, many more. Special thanks to Alderman Craig Schmid for his tireless effort with this project.
Sumner Welcomes Coach Robert "Bobby" Williams as Graduation Speaker

Date: May 29th, 2010

Time: 6:00p.m.

Sumner High School proudly welcomes Robert “Bobby” Williams, Sumner Alumni-Class of 1977. Coach Williams earned notoriety as the first black football head coach at Michigan State University and the only second black football head coach in the history of the Big Ten football conference. After stints as an assistant coach with the Detroit Lions and Miami Dolphins, he currently serves on the coach staff as an assistant coach for the 2009 NCAA Division I-A National Champion, Alabama Crimson Tide.

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Better Business Bureau’s Students of Ethics Award

The Better Business Bureau (BBB) invites high school juniors to apply for its “Student of Ethics” award, a $2,500 college grant that recognizes students who demonstrate high ethics through leadership, community service, personal integrity and academic achievement.

Applicants must submit an entry form, a transcript, a letter of recommendation and a 300-word essay describing the process by which he or she confronted an ethical dilemma and made a decision.

Applications are due by May 14, 2010. More information is available online at www.bbb.org or by calling Chris Thetford, BBB Director of Communications, at 314-645-3300.
In support of one of our own

Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi, Director of Athletics and Activities, Soldan International Studies High School, is battling leukemia, and in need of a bone marrow transplant.  Anyone interested in being a possible donor is encouraged to sign up online by registering with the "Be the Match" registry at www.bethematch.org.  Interested individuals should then click on the "Join Online" link, enter their personal information, and enter the Promo Code "Eagle Scout."  Additional information can be found at www.paci.org.  
SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. 
http://www.slps.org/19621051994641723/site/default.asp
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